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Fr. Nithin V. Rajan

The word impossible is not seen in the dictionary of God as everything is
possible by Him. Everything good is from Him and nothing exists without Him.
When God stands for us who can stand against us.

This Sunday we remember the annunciation to the priest Zechariah. When we
look into the family of this Godly Priest we can see Zechariah and Elizabeth both
are from priestly families' background. The Holy Scripture gives them a very
excellent conduct certificate. & Luke 1.6 says “ They were both righteous before
God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.” But
they didn’t have children and were already in their old age.

In olden days being childless was considered to be avery painful situation as
having a child was like a blessing from the above. Childless is barrenness and
women in such situation was looked down by the community. But this priestly
couple sets examples of faith even when there is atraumatic experience they are
facing. That isthe reason they got a good conduct certificate from above.

Hurdles of life didn’t stop Zechariah and Elizabeth. We see them doing their
duty and by that pleasing God. In the Holy Scripture we see the most blessed and
important occasion of aPriest isto offer incenseto God. Getting an opportunity to
offer incense, was considered a blessed occasion and highest privilege.

Zechariah name was chosen by the lot and hewas in the altar burning incense
and assembly of the worshippers were praying outside. Then the angel appeared
before him, rather than being joyful he was startled and gripped with fear. The
angel says, ‘do not be afraid your prayers has been answered’. But the smoke of
confusion and doubt arose in him he questioned the angel and asked for sign. His
non-acceptance of the message made the angel upset and the angel said “I am
Gabriel, | stand in the presence of God and you will remain silent till the day what
| spoke cometrue”

Even though they prayed, they believed their prayers could be answered.
Zachariah thought he became an old man and hiswifeisalso old and such thought
formed acloud of doubt. Hisunderstanding of thelaw of nature overruleshisfaith
and this made him question the angel.

Here we can ponder on the words Christ spoke “Truly | tell you, if you have
faith as small asamustard seed, you can say to thismountain, ‘ Move from hereto
there,” and it will move. Nothing will beimpossiblefor you” & Matthew 17:20

The mustard seed is the smallest of all seeds in the world. They grow best in
hot and dry climates. From thistiny seed, atree can grow very tall and wide. The
same can be said of our faith as faith is not when we have abundance. When we
trust God, in our weakness and bareness He works wondersin us and through us.
Doubt should not turn us blind. When the mouth of Zachariah opened in doubt it
was closed and in was opened only when he was ready to proclaim what he had
heard came true. Doubts are seeds sown by devil to blind us from truth.

In the kukilion of Holy Saints we sing “The righteous will flourish like palm
trees; they will grow like the cedars of Lebanon. They shall still bear fruit in old
age. They shall befresh and flourishing,” how trueit iswhenwelook into thelife
of Zachariah and Elizabeth they bore fruitsin their old age, a Son who is greatest
born from awoman.

The type of Child promised by angel to Zachariah and Elizabeth
U Reasonfor Joy

S Luke 1.14 “Hewill be ajoy and delight to you, and many will rejoice at his
birth.”
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We live in an age where parents are so much
worried about their children and when comparing with
othersare sad and pained. But here we see being said

by angel that hewill beaJoy to thefamily and very important isheisnot only aJoy
to the family but to others also as many would rejoice in hisbirth.

O Detachment

S Luke 1.15 (a) “For hewill be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink
neither wine nor strong drink.”

Pleasing God is not an easy task but not an impossible task as Saints have
lived in the same soil we live and has pleased God. Numbers 6:2-3 “ Speak to the
| sraelitesand say to them: * If aman or woman wantsto make aspecial vow, avow
of dedication to the Lord as a Nazirite, they must abstain from wine and other
fermented drink and must not drink vinegar made from wine or other fermented
drink. They must not drink grapejuice or eat grapes or raisins.”

When we seek worldly approva weforget the approval from above. Detachment
to the world is attachment to above. Saying no to worldly desires make us sober
and secure. For alittletime of pleasure we may haveto pay alifetime.

O Filled with Holy Spirit

S Luke 1.15 (b) “He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his
mother’swomb.

Herewe see therole of Parents asif the Child should be Holy, the parents has
to beHoly. Thelifeand work of Zachariah and Elizabeth were providing aplatform
for the growth of St John the Baptist. Unlessthereisan environment provideditis
difficult for the growth aSaint.

0  Leade

S Luke 1.16-17 “And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord
their God. Hewill also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘toturnthe
hearts of the fathersto the children,” and the disobedient to the wisdom of thejust,
to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”

If John the Baptist prepared anation for the first coming of Christ we all have
to prepare ourselves and others for the second coming of Christ. We need to lead
by examples conversion of the heart is more needed today. As John the Baptist
says about Jesus Christ that “He must increase, but | must decrease.” & John
3:30. Thiswill become practical in our life only when we look at life from God's
perspective of our life. When we put God first many changes will happen in our
lives

The positive changes that happens are:
O InOur priorities
O InOurway of life

U In Our schedules
O InOur relationship with others

When we take up God’s plan we become Full time Christiansrather than being
part time Christians, Sunday Christiansor customized Christians. “ The lions may
grow weak and hungry, but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing.”

—Psalm 34:10.
Q
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Bhilai: Dr. Stephanos Mar Theodosius, the first Metropolitan of Madras and
Calcutta Dioceses of the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church was paid prayerful
homage on the 14" Memorial Feast held at St. Thomas Ashram, Kailash Nagar
Bhilai from 31% October to 5" November, 2021.

His Grace Dr. Yuhanon Mar Thevodoros, Metropolitan of the Kottarakkara-
Punalur Diocese of the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church, delivered the keynote
addressat thememorial event on November 4" at 7:30 pmonthe‘ Lifeand Message
of Mar Theodosius'. Mar Thevodoros recalled how Mar Theodosius inspired
many with his humility and simplicity. His passion for the uplift of others was
noteworthy. The present Director of St. Thomas Bhilai, H.G. Dr. Joseph Mar
Dionysius Metropolitan, recollected the effective social service model of the
predecessor, Mar Theodosius.

The CD of amusical tribute to the late Metropolitan, titled Mar Thevodosius,
wasal so released during the V. Rev. Geevarghese Ramban (Mission Vice President)
welcomed the guestswhile V. Rev. Thomas Ramban (Diocesan Secretary) proposed
vote of thanks.

On 5" morning H.G. Dr. Joseph Mar Dionysius Metropolitan offered Holy
Qurbana. Incense prayers at the tomb and A postolic blessings were also offered.
Mar Theodosius Memorial Mementos were presented to the toppers of classes X
and X1 from various Schoolsunder MGM Group of institutionsrun by the Diocesan
—Muission Education Board, affiliated to CBSE, |CSE and various State Boards.

Earlier on 31% October, after the Holy Qurbana Fr, Aju K Varghese and Fr.
George C Varughese had hoisted the Feast flag. The services were held as per
standard operating protocols of Covid-19. The programmeswhich were Live cast
were viewed by tens of thousands of people worldwide.
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